Qil Region Alliance

of Business, Industry & Tourism

The Qil Region Alliance of Business, Industry
& Tourism is a B0OL(c)3) nonprefil corporation
with headquarters in Oil City, Pennsylvania.
This membership-based organization serves
all of Venango County as well as tha City of
Titusville, Borough of Hydatown and 0l Creek
Tawnship In eastern Crawford County. Tho
Alliance is the lead economic development
agenay and the afflclal Towrist Pramation
Agancy for Venango County as well as the
administrator of the Pennsylvania Ol Heritage

Region and the federally designated Oll Region
Mational Heritage Aroa.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Ol Region Alllance of
Business, Industry & Tourism |8 16 inorease
the prosperity and population of the Oil Reglon
by anticing poople ta live, work, laarn and play
in “the valtay that ohanged the worid” through
the preseration, promolion, develapmen

and support of historical, educational, natural,
recreational, residential, commercial and
Industrial destinations,
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217 Elm Street
Oil City, PA 16301-1412
814-677-3152; 800-483-6264
Fax: B14-677-5206

www. ollraglon.org
wiww, oll150.com

Become a member today!

Historic Properties Series

Tarbell
House

324 East Main Street
Titusville, PA 16354
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Ida M. Tarbell and her Childhood Home

Ida M, Tarbell b, 1857 ) s possibly the mast famaous female investigative jpurnalist in U5, history, A native of
Erig County, Pennsylvania, Tarball moved to Tituswlle with ber famly in 1870, She attended Tirusville High
Sthoal and wenl an ta attond Alleghany College in Maadwlle, P,

twosaars, Lpon returning to Pennsylvania, shae accaptad a position as
a journalist at The Chautauguan and Tound her trie calling,

investigaticen inte Johin [ Rockelelles's Standasd OF Cormpany led 1o
- , antitrust Tawsilts ard congréssional haanngs, In 1811, the Suprema
| dda M. Tarball, 190 |Lr.:|L|Fl LIIIT*ur L tl1.£-.~ E-l:mflar.rj il Company Trusk, ievplemanting our
aountnds fieat antitrust laws,

Tockay, Tarball remains mast well-kntwn for changing th faces of the oll iIndustiy and Joeurmalism, Howewer,
dluring, hers swrting caraer, she aisd pannad a number of impartant Blegraphies, inéluding works an Abraham
Lincoln, Madams Roland snd Mapaleon Bonoparto, Tartell slso publishad an auichography entitled S0 in a
Day's Wark In 1939, She died In 1944, ' T ; :
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HIA B, AT Feauact i R TARIYE BOMEe a1 424 EAST Man
Street in TiRusville, P& fram 1870 through 1876,

Franklin &, Tarbell, Ida's feiher, built tha housa in LEY O with
matarials he sabvaged Mrom Piihode, an oif Boombown in docling
Mr, Tarbell purchasad the Bonta Housea, ane of Pithole's maost
elagant and expansive hotals, for a mere $800, He razed the
hiotel and meoved the wsable matedals en milos 1o Tilusylia,
Using timber, windows, doces, woodwark and iron brackels Trom
tha Bonta House, Mr, Tarball built a Baawtiful Ralianate home, |
T Greginal hose sncluded o living roae, dining radam, spara

Tarbel Home, o, L8956 |

roam and ore-stony Kitchan ca the st Oaor while the sacend Noor contalnad thrae Bodrooms. In addition, tha
1870 structure featured a thresstary towear aver the Trant parch, a twostory east wing arel a nearly flat tin rood,

Qe the years, tha home experencad drastic changes, By 1898, the Tarhell family had axpanded the house
T, F||'H|I4'||-': & oancond Aoor ower D kitehan oo well s s |:'\-|1r!-5|1_|r:|-' addition ek Hhe Kdobeds, T|II.'E||' aled atdod
a saacont fleor arisl's studio at the bacl of the horme peor 0 1912, Lea and Inez Groen purchaged the home In
1918 and immadiately ramodelad it for twofamily accupancy. Furthermaore, in the late-1920s after a fira, the
Grespng ramseid 1he canl 'p'.li!'||_-! as will as tho third floor lowas, addod a hippad raof and theae donmaens and
conetructed 6 Neoclassicnl porch aoross the Tull width of the structure. They also updoted and modemized
mary of the home's Intenor faatures dusing thair 65 vear ownership,

Teclay, Ida Tarbell's childhood homea, known as the Tarbell Howse, 1 cwned By the il Regian Alllance of
Business, Industry & Tousiem, Rahabilitatod te e oppaarance duning tho 18708, the houso intorprota Torbell's

aary e ag well as the aarly yeard and materal culture of Pannsylvania's all Boom




Preservation Efforts

Fhe Tarhell House, constructod in LT, 5 a twi-story, talianate home, In
2007, tha Ol Reglon Alliaree purchasad tha 2, P02 square feol homae from
AT Martpags.

Gustafson General Contracting began the axtoeror rababalitation in 2009,
Toatar, workaers replaced the 19205-ern dormared reed with o new,
flattar roof, Petursing the home to s algnad roofling, Tha eraw thar
reconstiucted he home's onginal Built-in Bo guttars, using mocem
stainless stoel. All asphill roofing on the rear section of the houss was
remoyod and rmplaced with o standing-seam steal rool and both bay
windows ware given new hand-soldered tarna-coated stool roofs, AS port
of thin extarior rehatdlitation, the contracton alas raked and repeinted all

of thie home's masonry, from the Beck chimneyes 1o the stoss foundaticn,
Warkers algo lifted and solidified the foundation under the west side bay window, Tho crow romoved Thi
1920s-ara front porch and using a combination of historc photos and structural clues, reconstiucted the hame's
celginal Viclonon porch and varanca,

Tarbell House, 2007

In the fall of 2010, paintars reatored the home's axtenior Lo s
criginal colar schems, Students from the Linversaty of
Fittsburgh, Tiusville Campus made Improvemants to the hames
landscaping, ereating heds filled with lilles, daffodils, wlips,
crecuiss and mostog, |n edditian, the Titeeyllle Shade Trea
Commission planted two mapla trees, Inate-2011, workars
consliected o Victonan-style ADA pocessibility ramp on tho weat
alda of the house, completing the structura's exterior
rehabilitaticn,

Thix Ol Region Alioncs bagan the home's Inberlor restoration in
2042, The Strling Bridge Daevalopmont Sompany hos installed
elacirical service throughout the home, including period
appropiate raplica Hght fxiures as wall as pereh lghts and mo-
than detectorg, The howte hog also been ltled with complate firpfamokassncunty Systams. Alsa

; R - completed ore plumbing and HVAG wark, window restorotions, plaster
repair, millwesk and historieally accurate decoration, s well s
niw slorm windows and storm doors.

A workman adua decorative detalls 1o the
home's reconstructed front porch In 2009,

JEJ In 2016 the third oor cupola ower on the soutbwest aomer af thio
Butledeng and decorative wooden trm and tall metal finkal ware reson
alructod by Gustafgon Gonoral Controcting, According 1@ hor autobiog
raphy, I Tarbel spent many childhood hours studying in the ower,

Taclay, the QI Ragion Allianca operates e Tarkall Howsae as o hoauso
FLsEUET and irmatas the pubhic @ leam best practices 1or sontinused
[ maintenance of & Victordan-era home, The barme is opsen fos teurs by
| appaintment, for pubie beas, and 6 availlable fos Trat Noor rontole o
host spaclal events, Contact ORA affics for event sehadule, 72006

Parlar, I"t:nllnwing interior
rahabilitation, 2015

Oil Region

National Heritage Area

The il Reglon Mational Heritage Area (DRNHA),
alga known as " The Valley that Changed the
World,” was designated by the United Slates
Congress in 2004,
Administerad by the il
Region Miance of Busingess,
Imcustry & Towrism, this
national herltage area |s
IBeatad In norhwast
Ponnsyivania, encompassing all of Vonange

County as wall as the City of Titusville, the Borough

of Hydetown and Qi Greek Tawnship In easterm
Crawlard County. -

A the adminisirator of the
CENHA, the DIl Ragion
Alllance works Lo presoree,
interpret, enhance and
promoie the region’s
distinctive legocy o the

Lot Lbnpatanceer il Ui ki
petroleum industry,

The OHNHA I8 1 of 49 National Heritage Aroas
located throughout the LS. MNational Heritage
Areas are regions whera a
combination af natural, cullural,
histaric and recroational resourcos
shope nationally significant stonos
and landscapes, |0 partnership with
the Matlenal Park Service, Natlonal
Heritagn Argas fostar commun ity
stowardship of our nation's herilags,

Explore More Historic Sites

e,
Lesamy
1

et hg:;mm"*i"'l'"r_-.‘ Housizerns e

T

H
{E}' Tarhull

ir

Ly Hal

Y,
fe r|--,III i ] % & sl o bt L ]
o IIHHILI::‘I Ptk Ham W e, & l‘.“.
ol ek .5-:‘- E
Theusville ||IIrrr||d E 1
Y \
s ;
LE o+ | ke Wel
LR 'i hllh:_:hlll
3 |:_i 1 I.I.l 'n Vi
L) Yy,
_d. L'} ]
ol
s
[
Dirinkin Wil Musaum

200 Musoum Lang; Thueville, BA, 16364

1814) B2rAra T

weand clrmlaall ang

Banson Memorisl Library
A1 Narlh Franklin Sieoak; Titusslie, P& DHAS4

1814) $27-4913

hlg s Denscn. cell B o0

Tiumwilhe Cliy Hall Kingslnnd Housa)
10 Marth Franklin Straat: Titugwlbg, Pa 1E254

1R14) R2T-HA00

weenw ALRlp. am

L Graak & Tiwsvilla Bolliropd’s Perry Stre Sletion
A0 Sauth Parry Stracl Tilusvilla, P 18354

{514 B2 70k

W ECATT I

Ol Herllagn Muwral Insida Farmarn Matisnal Bank
127 Wasl Spring Strise; THuswille, B 18354

{B14] B2 1-H910

W larmaisnlcom

Woodlwen Carmtary (alle of Drale Mamarial)
B2 Wasl Spring Strect: Tausville, B, 16354

{B14) B27-3422




