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Christ Episcopal Church 
16 Central Ave., Oil City, PA 



24th Annual Ceremony - 

Oil Region  

Historic Preservation Awards  
 

Hors d’oeuvres 

Prepared by John Kluck Catering 

 

Cookies 

Donated by Janet Aaron, Carole Hall  

& Betsy Kellner 

 

Tour of Christ Episcopal Church 

Father Mark Elliston 

 

Master of Ceremonies  

Dr. Barry Cressman 

Chair, Oil Region Alliance Board of Directors 

 

  Presentation of  

2022 Oil Region 

Historic Preservation Awards  

 

Closing Remarks  

Jennifer Burden 

Oil Region Alliance Heritage Program Manager 
 

Prior Historic Preservation Award Recipients — 

More than 150 Historic Preservation Awards have been given 

since 1997. To view the complete list of prior recipients, please 

refer to OilRegion.org/heritage/historic-preservation-awards/ 



2022 Award Recipients 
 

Hidden Heritage publication for Historic  

Appreciation, nominated by the Heritage Society 

of Oil City 

 

Grove Hill Cemetery Publications and Tours 

for Historic Appreciation, nominated by the 

Heritage Society of Oil City 

 

St. Titus Roman Catholic Church for  

Preservation Stewardship, nominated by the 

Titusville Historical Society 

 

The Brundred Carriage House for  

Reconstruction by Roberta and Gerald Kahler 

and Elizabeth Giuseffi, nominated by  

Ron Gustafson of Gustafson General Contracting 

 

Lynn Cressman for Historic Appreciation, 

nominated by Titusville Renaissance, Inc. 

 

Olive Vault, Homegrown Kitchen, and Coffee 

in Between for Preservation Stewardship of 

their building at 1247 Liberty St., Franklin,  

nominated by Venango County Historical Society 

 

Barr’s Insurance for Preservation  

Stewardship for its building at 257 Seneca St., 

Oil City, nominated by Oil City Main Street  

Program 



About the Winners - 

 
 

Hidden Heritage 
 

Oil City Library and Heritage Society of Oil City were nominated 

under Historic Appreciation for Hidden Heritage, a serial 

publication of stories and pictures capturing the history of Oil 

City written by Judy Etzel with research by Kay Dawson and 

publication design by Natalie Cubbon of the Oil City Library. 

Since it began in June 2021, 15 volumes were published in 2021 

and 7 volumes were published in 2022 at the time of the 

nomination. 

Print copies are available 

at the Oil City Library and 

all copies are available at 

OilRegionLibraries.org/

hidden-Heritage/. 

Grove Hill Cemetery Publications 

and Tours  
 

Nominated by Heritage Society of Oil 

City under Preservation Education/

Initiative, the publications highlight 

interesting individuals interred at the 

cemetery. Each was researched and 

written by Kay Dawson, Margaret Anne 

Mong, and Taunee Smith.  

 

Three volumes were published from 2017

-2019 with tours each of those years. The 

pandemic prevented tours in 2020 and 

2021. 

The brochures and tours promote the 

preservation and legacies of the 

highlighted individuals and showcases 

local history.  
 

 

Damage from the fire 



 St. Titus Roman Catholic Church  

The church was nominated under 

Preservation Stewardship by the 

Titusville Historical Society for work 

completed over the last few years 

regarding the stained glass windows. 

They were installed in 1935 during the 

administration of Monsignor James F. 

Hopkins. The protective layer on the 

windows had broken down and the 

wooden frames had deteriorated, leading 

to repairs that were completed in 2019. 

Although the leading around the glass did not have to be 

replaced, a new protective layer of silicone (similar to putty) was 

used to fill the outer edges of each piece of glass. The restorative 

work was completed by Jesse Fiske Company of Erie.  

The Brundred Carriage House  

This project was nominated for Reconstruction by Ron Gustafson 

of Gustafson General Contracting, who completed the work. 

 

Work included the reconstruction and preservation of the original 

carriage house at 315 W. First Street in Oil City’s Southside 

Historic District, which was built and used by the Brundred 

Family circa 1890. Benjamin Brundred was a partner in the 

Union Refining Co. of Oil City that was subsequently acquired by 

the Standard Oil Company.  

 

Doctors Roberta and Gerald Kahler purchased the building and 

renovated it in 2021-2022 with the help of Roberta’s sister 

Elizabeth Giuseffi. The building was in a state of near collapse, 

but has been renovated for use as a guest house. The removal of 

siding revealed decorative brick corbelling and a stunning round 

window. Interior renovations to host “pop-up” shops in the 

building have attracted numerous local and visitors to the region.  



 Lynn Cressman for Historic Appreciation 

Lynn Cressman was 

nominated by Titusville 

Renaissance, Inc. for 

Historic Appreciation for 

her efforts involving Ida 

Tarbell and the Tarbell 

House. 

 

As head of the English 

Department at Titusville 

High School, she 

encouraged the school 

district to use a biography of Ida Tarbell in all 11th grade English 

classes: Ida M. Tarbell: the Woman who Challenged Big 

Business…and Won! It is still part of the curriculum today. 

 

She developed the educational program known as Tarbell Teas in 

which students serve tea while performing as re-enactors of real 

life oil boom characters. The teas take place at Ida’s childhood 

home, the Tarbell House, which was purchased and refurbished 

by the Oil Region Alliance. Though Lynn is now retired from the 

school district, she continues to serve as a liaison between the 

ORA and the school, recruiting faculty and student assistance, 

and helping to put on teas, lead tours, and hold other events that 

connect the community to its history. 

 

 The Spring 2022 student teas would likely not be happening if it 

were not for Lynn’s dedication and leadership! 

Olive Vault, Homegrown Kitchen, and Coffee in Between  

The building at 1247 Liberty St., Franklin was nominated by the 

Venango County Historical Society for Preservation Stewardship. 

After cleaning 



Barr’s Insurance for Preservation Stewardship  

The Oil City Main Street Program nominated Barr’s Insurance 

for Preservation Stewardship of its building at 257 Seneca St., Oil 

City. 

 

Barr’s Insurance started in Oil City in 1873 and has the legacy of 

being the oldest independent insurance company that has 

continually represented Travelers Insurance Company. Barr’s 

was in various locations in Oil City until settling in this building 

in 1988.  

 

The building was constructed circa 1894 in the Italianate 

commercial style. The concrete block addition on the Elm Street 

side was constructed in the 1950s. 

 

Recent work includes: 

2012 –  masonry work & new signage on the Seneca St. façade, 

secondary signage and replacement of awning on Elm St. façade 

2017 –  replacement of main entry doors 

2021 –  rehabilitation of 6 original wood-frame windows on second 

 story 

 

Barr’s Insurance is a supportive participant in community 

initiatives and events, including the creation of seasonal 

storefront displays, which enhances the appearance of the 

building and the downtown area. 

Renovations began in January 2020 on the former Jackson Hewitt 

office, returning it to a commercial storefront. In late 2021/early 

2022, further renovations were made to add the Homegrown 

Kitchen to the commercial space.  

 

Coffee in Between is also located in the space with a pick up 

window in the adjoining alley. 



About the Sponsors 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The purpose of the Crawford County Historical Society shall be to 

preserve and interpret the history of Crawford County for future 

generations. The means to accomplish the goal shall include, but 

not be limited to: collecting and preserving materials deemed 

historically relevant, most particularly materials which relate to 

the history of Crawford County, making accessible and 

disseminating to the public its historical resources by such 

methods as become feasible, owning, restoring and preserving real 

property, and promoting the county’s heritage through such 

means as outreach programs and in cooperation with other like-

minded entities.  
 

For more information, call 814-724-6080 or visit 
crawfordhistorical.org. 

 

 

FRIENDS OF DRAKE WELL 

Friends of Drake Well, Inc. is the non-profit membership           

association that supports educational, interpretive, publication, 

and promotional programs at Drake Well Museum & Park by  

raising funds through special events, grant writing, Museum  

Store sales, and membership fees.   
 

Members provide additional staff and recruit volunteers to     

guide tours, develop new events, assist in the research library,  

and help manage collections.  Details about membership           

categories and benefits are available by emailing 

drakewell@verizon.net or 814-827-2797 x 102. 

 

 

HERITAGE SOCIETY OF OIL CITY 

The purpose of the Heritage Society of Oil City is to receive and  

preserve historical information and artifacts pertaining to the 

history of the Oil City Area, to share the collected information 

with the public, to develop public interest in the history of the 

area, and to encourage participation in activities of the Society.  

The Heritage Society presents stories of the many facets of life in 

Oil City. 
 

For more information, contact President, Dave Anderton,  

at 814-676-8398. 



HISTORIC  FRANKLIN PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 

Historic Franklin Preservation Association (HFPA) advocates, 

promotes, and educates the community about the preservation of 

historic Franklin's rich architectural heritage and its link to the 

region’s unique history.  
 

Franklin Preservation was founded in 1988.  Past projects include 

the conservation of the Venango County Civil War Monument. 

Currently they are restoring the Old Lutheran Church. They host 

educational talks on local history topics and an annual field trip 

for local high school students.  HFPA can be found at many local 

events promoting Franklin's architectural heritage.  
 

To contact HFPA email franklin.preservation@gmail.com or call 

814-531-5010. 

 

 

OIL CITY MAIN STREET PROGRAM 

The mission of the Oil City Main Street Program is to make Oil 

City’s downtown business district attractive and vibrant, 

providing a foundation for the healthy growth and success of 

current and future businesses and residents.  Our downtown will 

become a regional destination for visitors to enjoy the arts, 

recreation and entertainment by leveraging our rich heritage and 

natural resources. 

 

Oil City Main Street's office is at located 217 Elm Street in Oil 

City with office hours Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Contact Kathy Bailey at kbailey@oilregion.org or 

OilCityMainStreet.org for more information. 

 

 

OIL REGION ALLIANCE  

The mission of the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry  

& Tourism is to manage the assets of the Oil Region National 

Heritage Area and to increase the prosperity of the Oil Region by 

enticing people to live, work, learn, and play in “the valley that 

changed the world” through the preservation, promotion, 

development, and support of historical, educational, natural, 

recreational, residential, commercial, and industrial destinations. 
 

Major preservation projects undertaken by the Alliance include 

the rehabilitation of the Coal Oil Johnny House, the Tarbell 

House, Neilltown Church, and Scheide House.   
 

The Oil Region Alliance office is located at 217 Elm Street in      

downtown Oil City.  Hours are Monday - Friday, from 8:30 a.m.   

to 4:30 p.m. For more information, visit OilRegion.org or call  

814-677-3152. 



VENANGO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The mission of the Venango County Historical Society is to acquire 

and preserve materials relating to Venango County, to encourage 

the study and appreciation of that history and to make its         

resources accessible to the public.   
 

The Society is located in the Egbert-Mullins-Koos house at 307 

South Park Street in Franklin, PA.  
 

The Society’s genealogical and local history library is staffed by 

knowledgeable volunteers who assist those doing research. 

Maps, printed genealogies, county histories, church and cemetery 

lists plus many other resources are available for public use.   

The climate-controlled Archival Resource Center houses paper  

documents and photographs.  Research requests may be submitted 

for a fee. 
 

The house hours are 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. each Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Saturday from mid-May to December. Genealogical 

research hours are Wednesday and Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m. For more information, call the Society at 814-432-8260, email 

VCHistory2019@gmail.com, or visit VenangoCountyHistory.org 

 

 
 

VENANGO MUSEUM OF ART, SCIENCE & INDUSTRY 

The Venango Museum is the site of the Oil City Visitor Center.    

It is located at 270 Seneca Street in downtown Oil City.  It is a     

private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  Its primary goal is the 

acquisition, interpretation and exhibition of artifacts.  It owns an 

extensive collection of materials from Pennzoil, Quaker State and 

Oil Well Supply Company.  Their mission includes the 

preservation and conservation of their holdings including the 

beautiful 1905 Beaux Arts Building they oversee.  Originally built 

and used as a U.S. Federal Building and Post Office, it is listed 

individually on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 

The museum provides a variety of programs, including science  

and technology, art and music.  Their permanent exhibit (Black 

Gold or Black Magic) helps visitors understand the impact that 

the discovery of oil has made on their lives.  The museum has a 

changing exhibit area; it encourages conservation and 

preservation efforts.   
 

The museum is open April through December, Tuesday through 

Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. For additional information call the 

museum at 814-676-2007 or visit www.venangomuseum.org. 



 

TITUSVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

It is the vision of the Titusville Historical Society to encourage  

and support the preservation of our local heritage. 
 

The mission is to preserve our local heritage by collecting and  

maintaining area artifacts, making these artifacts accessible to  

the public, and using these artifacts to educate every generation  

to become stewards of our history. 
 

For more information, visit Facebook.com/

TitusvilleHIstoricalSociety 

 

 

TITUSVILLE RENAISSANCE, INC. 

Titusville Renaissance, Inc. (TRI) is a non-profit 501(c)(3)         

charitable corporation formed in 1992. Its mission is to enhance 

and revitalize downtown Titusville as a cultural and economic  

center for the Titusville Region.   
 

TRI is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors who encourage 

other boards, commissions, businesses, and volunteers to work     

together to fulfill the mission of the organization.  They strive to 

stimulate downtown Titusville through organization (encouraging 

cooperation and building leadership in the business community), 

promotion (creating a positive image by promoting the downtown 

as a historic and cultural center), and design (improving the 

downtown’s appearance).  
 

For information, email titusvilleren@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to the Judges for This Year’s Awards  

 
Brandon Boocks, Heritage Society of Oil City and  

Venango Museum of Art, Science & Industry 

Sandy Baker, Franklin Preservation Association 

Erin Wanninger, Friends of Drake Well 

Megin Sewak, Oil Region Alliance 

Abbe Watson-Popescu, Titusville Historical Society 

Emily Altomare, Titusville Renaissance, Inc. 

Marlie Manning, Venango County Historical Society 




